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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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To paraphrase the late great Bill Hicks: In all my years of drug 
use I never beat anyone. Never robbed anyone. Never lost one job. 
Laughed my ass off. And went about my day.
I’m one of the lucky ones. I’ve never been arrested for drugs. 
I’ve never been put on probation. I’ve never had to pee in a cup. 
I’ve never been stuck with an open container ticket or DUI.
I don’t owe my clean record to good choices. As I’ve proven 
beyond a shadow of a doubt in this column, I’ve been very stupid 
at times. But my luck has allowed me to learn from my mistakes 
without having my life wrecked by the ever-loving police.
What has drug prohibition done for us as a society? Has it 
stopped illegal drug use? No. The war on drugs has been an abys-
mal failure, and a $20 billion-a-year money toilet.
Instead of stopping violence or drug use, the war has only 
spread it. And that’s not some fringe opinion. The Global Com-
mission on Drug Policy said the same thing in its 2011 assessment 
of the drug war.
At its best, the war on drugs is a war of attrition. The whole 
thing is costly, stupid and no one wins. Such fun.
Imagine what we could save without the drug war. No need to 
fund the DEA, parts of the CIA, the FBI or the ATF. Fewer prison-
ers mean less tax money spent holding them, and fewer guards 
and cops to enforce these asinine laws. That’s a lot of money saved 
in the long haul. Maybe we could fund things like higher educa-
tion with that money instead.
Proponents of the drug war will say drugs are bad for you. 
Hell, I’ll tell you drugs are bad for you. But can we be honest and 
say it’s not the health risks that bother us about drugs? If it were, 
pot would be legal tomorrow, and pharmaceutical companies 
would be facing much greater scrutiny.
Why does prohibition continue? Well, as Hillary Clinton once 
told a journalist who asked her about legalizing drugs, there’s just 
too much money in it.
The drug war was never about concern for the citizens, or con-
cern for the drug users, or the escalating violence between gangs 
and governments. There’s simply too much profit to be made.
But even if drug prohibition is dragged out forever, alcohol will 
be guzzled, pot will be smoked, heroine will be injected and LSD 
will be dropped. Some people will even say they like it. Stupid 
people will do krokodil for reasons smart people can never un-
derstand. No amount of cops or laws will ever change this.
Legalizing drugs won’t throw the world into lawless anarchy. 
It would take profit away from street gangs and dealers and put 
in the hands of the free market. It would take money out of the in-
dustrial prison system and put it back in the hands of the taxpay-
ers. It would make our society a little less cold and masochistic. It 
might even save a few lives.
I’m sick of seeing us waste time, money and lives on a lost cause. 
We’ve got bigger things we should be worrying about. What a 
drug user does in their spare time should be of little concern.
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@Ursadabear
SUBSTANCE COLUMN
By Bjorn Bergeson
War of attrition
HIGH ON LIFE
EDITORIAL CARTOON
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
James Rolph/Montana Kaimin
Big ups to the Toronto City 
Council for stripping Rob Ford 
of his mayoral duties. This will 
give him much more free time, 
and if there’s one thing a crack-
head really needs, it’s more free 
time and less responsibility. 
Backhands to George Zim-
merman’s ex. Why would you 
wear a hoodie in the house?
Big ups to the girl who 
tweeted “2 drunk 2 care” right 
before crashing and killing two 
women. Way to choose a path 
and stick to it, no matter who 
gets in your way.
Backhands to Lee Harvey 
Oswald’s parents for forgetting 
to go to his Little League game 
that one time. Look what you 
did. 
Big ups to Buzzfeed and its 
seventh birthday. Where would 
we be without a top 10 reasons 
why Tim Tebow is better than 
the Pope (illustrated with llama 
GIFs)?
Backhands to tryptophan 
for making us all pass out at 
the Thanksgiving dinner table. 
Hopefully your dreams aren’t 
as racist as your relatives.
Cover art by Jess Neary
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Nov. 15: The Kaimin report-
ed that Kennedy was asked to 
throw the first ball at the annu-
al Army-Air Force touch foot-
ball game at Dornblaser Field. 
Kennedy never replied to the 
request.
Kaimin
Files
1963
The Kaimin Files dig up sto-
ries that shaped the University of 
Montana in decades past. 
Fifty years after President John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination, the 
Kaimin looks back on the paper’s 
coverage.
1983
Compiled by Alexander Deedy
Nov. 22: On the day of Ken-
nedy’s assassination the Kaim-
in printed a special one-page 
issue with an Associated Press 
story about the shooting.
Dec. 3: The Kaimin ran a 
cover photo of a political sci-
ence student looking at a pic-
ture of the late president in the 
geology building.
An op-ed from a Kaimin 
editor expressed the bewilder-
ment of the nation after its be-
loved president was shot and 
killed.
A letter to the editor from 
a mathematics student took a 
philosophical look at the kill-
ing. The student remarked 
that citizens should not be sur-
prised by the assassination in a 
society full of people who find 
joy in “mediocrity, criticism 
and destruction” rather than 
“self-development, introspec-
tion and creation.”
Dec. 5: The Kaimin reprint-
ed a story by the Associated 
Press profiling Jacqueline Ken-
nedy and her reaction to the 
death of her husband.
Nov. 22: The Kaimin asked 
students and staff what they 
recalled from the day Kenne-
dy was killed. A senior drama 
student remembered being 
in charge of the school flag 
and having to lower it to half-
mast. “In a way I kind of miss 
him because we never had the 
chance to see what he could ac-
complish,” the student said.
www.
MONTANA
KAIMIN
.com
After negotiations lasted 
nearly a year, the Board of Re-
gents will vote Friday on pay 
raises for faculty at the Univer-
sity of Montana main campus.
The University Faculty As-
sociation reached an agreement 
with the Montana University 
System for a salary increase of 
2.25 percent plus $250 over each 
of the next two years, effective 
Oct. 1, 2013.
Doug Coffin, UM professor 
of molecular genetics and the 
former president of the faculty 
union, said recently that allocat-
ing the raises in October, rather 
than the start of the school year, 
means faculty lose 20 percent 
of the pay increase for the first 
year it’s applied.
Board of  Regents to vote 
on UM faculty pay raises
 CAMPUS
Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
Faculty gets 10 checks a year, 
and only eight of those checks 
include the pay increase, Coffin 
said.
“It is not illegal, all is fair in 
business,” Coffin said. “What I 
am worried about is the fact that 
it is not a well known fact.”
Kevin McRae, deputy com-
missioner of higher education 
for communications and human 
resources, said he was unsure if 
Coffin’s math was correct.
“I am not arguing or criticiz-
ing (Coffin),” McRae said. “I just 
don’t understand the rationale 
behind his argument.”
McRae said the pay increase 
negotiations and distribution 
follows Montana’s biannual 
budget.
At the board’s meeting on 
Thursday in Bozeman, the 
See REGENTS, page 12
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Food, not bombs
ZOOKeeping: 
Chris Martin has a distaste 
for politics.
 “They tell you to get there 
and go vote — vote for this 
guy, or vote for that guy and 
we’ll get all this done, but they 
never follow through,” Martin 
said. “I don’t think politics is 
very real. But food — food is 
real.”
 For two years, Martin has 
worked to turn his ideology 
into practice, making it his 
mission to help anyone he can 
through his participation in 
the Food Not Bombs program.
 Each week, Martin and four 
other volunteers get togeth-
er to cook meals for people 
in Missoula who are hungry. 
They serve food, potluck style, 
in front of the Missoula Coun-
ty Courthouse at 6 p.m. every 
Sunday, and welcome anyone 
to join regardless of income, 
ability or religion.
 "A lot of people come here 
and ask us, 'Which church are 
you from?' But we aren’t like 
that,” volunteer Rashid Abdel 
Ghafur said.
 Abdel Ghafur said many 
people falsely assume that 
Food Not Bombs is a group 
that only aims to serve the 
homeless, but that’s not the 
case.
 “We are open to anyone 
who finds themselves down 
on their luck or just simply are 
hungry,” Abdel Ghafur said.
 Dalton Taylor, a local res-
ident working for minimum 
wage, has recently frequented 
the weekly gatherings because 
of economic insecurity.
 “It’s hard enough pay-
ing bills and holding down a 
job,” Taylor said. “This group 
is great because they provide 
access to a meal I would oth-
erwise have to pay for. It just 
makes it that much easier to 
Jordan Purinton
Montana Kaimin
get by.”
 Martin said the group of-
ten experiences a decline in 
attendance during this time 
of the year, seeing an average 
of eight to 10 people during 
the fall and winter months. 
During peak months in the 
summer, however, Martin said 
it is not unusual to see 40 to 50 
people show up.
 While much of the food is 
supplied and donated by the 
volunteers, Food Not Bombs 
has also seen support and do-
nations from the local Missou-
la Community Food Co-Op.
 “Judging by the support 
and donations we’ve seen from 
the Co-Op, it’s pretty clear that 
they are a group dedicated to 
helping our community,” Ab-
del Ghafur said.
 The Food Not Bombs move-
ment started in Cambridge, 
Mass., in 1980, when protestors 
were upset over the United 
States’ perpetuation of nucle-
ar power and increasing in-
volvement in foreign military 
operations. Volunteers would 
cook food for the protestors 
and ever since, the movement 
has spread across the world as 
a way to feed the homeless and 
those who struggle to afford 
food.
 The Food Not Bombs group 
in Missoula is six years old, 
and the only chapter in the 
state.
 “It’s tragic, really,” Food 
Not Bombs volunteer Still Ben 
said. “We’re the only group 
like this in Montana. There 
should be more.”
Abdel Ghafur also said he 
believes society should be 
more concerned and invested 
in those who go hungry.
“These people are import-
ant,” Abdel Ghafur said. “We 
volunteers even eat alongside 
(the hungry) to show that we 
are all the same, no matter 
where we come from.”
jordan.purinton@umontana.edu
@JordanPurinton
Meghan Nolt/Montana Kaimin
People eat bowls of spaghetti provided by the Missoula chapter of Food Not Bombs in front of the courthouse 
Sunday evening. Food Not Bombs has provided free community meals every Sunday for about four years. Diane 
Keefauver, one of the main contributors, said many of those who show up to eat are people who aren’t allowed into 
the Poverello Center. “They can’t get into the Pov if they are intoxicated, but they’re still hungry,” she said.
Montana Kaimin
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In the winter of 2010 in a French restaurant in Kabul, Afghanistan, Jim Wingard sat down 
with Maria Pascual. They faced the same problem and needed a solution. 
Wingard was tasked with creating a legal department for Afghanistan’s Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Irrigation and Livestock. 
It didn’t help that the country had few laws. It remained in a state of disorder, despite 
international assistance. 
“Legal systems are the recipe for how you manage your society,” Wingard said. “And we 
never really get that recipe right. In some countries, they are dealing with these questions 
for the first time.”
It was Wingard’s job to help make that recipe for countries like Afghanistan. For 20 years, 
he had designed and architected legal systems for these countries as a legal consultant. 
But he hit a wall in Afghanistan.
Wingard wanted to learn from other former communist economies that transitioned to 
free land markets. But accessing these countries to learn from their legal reforms, successes 
and failures was not possible.
Pascual knew this problem well. 
She was responsible for developing a new land-lease program for the same ministry to 
make agricultural development more viable in Afghanistan. 
The country could begin transferring millions of acres of unused public land previously 
held back by communist policies to private ownership, encouraging development. But there 
was no prior legal framework to do so.
They were both working blind.
“We were not able to learn from others’ experiences because the information is not well 
organized and available,” Pascual said.
It was their job to write extensive reports for their clients defining the country’s frame-
work, major issues existing in that framework and how to best move forward. This report 
would be issued, the clients educated, and then go to an office, where it would live in a 
drawer. 
Thousands of similar reports filed every year for legal development in countries around 
the globe share a similar fate.
The two wished they had ordered complete access to these prior reports. They’d have live 
examples from other countries to help steer them through their problems in Afghanistan. 
“In the world of international development, we’re spending millions and millions of dol-
lars every year doing this work,” Wingard said. “We thought it would be a shame not to use 
information technologies to turn it into something that’s permanently and freely available 
to the world community.”
The pair finished their slices of baguette with paté and caramelized onions, and exited 
to the busy streets of Kabul. Their idea, though, would materialize on the other side of the 
globe — at the University of Montana.
Legal Atlas was born.
Images courtesy of legal-atlas.comAs the Legal Atlas website develops, anyone will be able to view categorized laws in specific countries. Because of the complexity of 
the project, the Legal Atlas team had to start from scratch and is still in the process of collecting and compiling data. In order to find a 
particular law, there are four categories to narrow down the search: topic, area of legal interest, region and country.  
Images courtesy of legal-atlas.com
Cont inued on next page
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By Matt Hudson
REACHING THE REAL WORLD A LITTLE SOONER: In May, businesses and public figures offer con-
gratulations to springtime graduates everywhere. Mid-year graduates, however, exit school with 
less of a bang. So allow me to offer a golf clap of praise. This is it. You’ve done it. Good job. Your life no 
longer depends on Pell Grants, professor lectures and syllabi. It’s all up to your own applied knowl-
edge and initiative now. Foregoing all the hublub that surrounds springtime graduation allows us 
to take a comfortable breather and get back to work. It’s good to stay sharp. Try out some fancy busi-
nesswear. Just don’t think about all the horrible things you’ll have to do in order to make it to the top.
5
DEVOTE YOURSELF: As we moved through the education system, the range of stuff taught to us has 
shrunk. In middle school and high school, we get the broad core curriculum of math, science, his-
tory and others — I don’t remember. At the college level, we declare majors and focus our attention, 
but we still have those darn gen-eds. After graduation, our lives can be devoted to whatever singular 
interest we want. Sure, you could pursue multiple fields, but do you want to be really good at one 
thing or amateur at a few things? Forget everything your public speaking professor ever told you. 
We have Snapchat now.
NO MORE ROOMMATES: Part of being an adult means getting your own place. Real life is not an 
episode of “New Girl.” Having your own place is great. The hair on the soap bar is your own. There’s 
ample space in the refrigerator. You can go to bed at 10 p.m. without a bunch of drunk hooligans 
“playing” your guitar just outside your door. Plus, the crushing loneliness will send you into the 
dating pool with a renewed zest. When that doesn’t go well, get a cat.
GET A JUMP-START ON THE JOB MARKET: Midyear graduation means you have an edge for that 
coveted job opportunity. Then exploit friends’ business contacts while they sit helplessly in class. 
Super-senior or not, tell the employer that you just couldn’t wait to apply for said job, so you buckled 
down and graduated “early.” All’s fair in war and job interviews.
MOVE SOMEWHERE WARMER: As a graduate of an institution of higher education, you are officially 
too educated to snowboard. Winter is useless. So throw away your jacket, pack up your Subaru and 
head to a climate that’s suitable for humans. If there isn’t a Waffle House in your city, you’re too far 
north. Spend New Year’s Day poolside or driving with the windows down. You’ll be glad you did.
4
3
2
1
Reasons to welcome early graduation
For most students, win-
ter break is a chance to re-
charge the ol’ batteries and 
turn off the thinking cap 
for a month or so. But for a 
few of us, myself included, 
the middle of the school 
year marks the end of the 
college experience. No 
matter how you got here, 
you’ve finally amassed 
120 credits and UM has a 
better chance of having a 
budget surplus than keep-
ing you around for another 
semester. Full of hope and 
unknown challenges, mid-
year graduation is a mixed 
blessing. Here are some 
things to look forward to 
— and to fear — as you en-
ter 2014 as a real adult.
Reasons to loathe early graduation
REACHING THE REAL WORLD A LITTLE SOONER: I graduated high school mid-year as well. It was 
an anticlimactic event followed by a few years of odd jobs and unrealized goals. I came to college to 
avoid more decades of that, but a degree is not a golden ticket. Statistically, more than a third of us 
will end up at the same place we left high school. A 2013 report by the Center for College Affordabil-
ity and Productivity said that 37 percent of U.S. college graduates are in jobs that require no more 
than a high school diploma. For mid-year grads, bills will pour in and life will happen while your 
former classmates stave it all off for a few more months. But you’ve got a jump on ‘em. Burn some 
bridges, stay working and keep on truckin’.
5
NO FRIENDS: You’re going to have a lot more time on your hands. It’s tough finding a drinking 
buddy on a Tuesday night (hint: ask media arts majors). So you start picking up weekday hobbies, 
like dog whispering or activism in local politics. When the weekend finally rolls around, you’re so 
starved for human interaction that you get uncontrollably drunk and mumble to friends about how 
much you miss them. They’ll hate that and think your dog whispering obsession is weird. Eventu-
ally all of your conversations take place in online forums.
MISSING GRADUATION CEREMONIES: Let’s say that everything goes great after graduation, because 
you have a law degree or something. Your graduation party will consist of a six-pack of Hamm’s 
and a cookie in the presence of the one friend who didn’t leave town for break. In May, you’ll be so 
far removed from the University that attending the traditional grad ceremonies seems like a hassle. 
You’ll miss the idealistic speeches, hopeful congratulations and handshakes that make the whole 
college thing seem worth it. Nobody celebrates a birthday six months after it happens. Graduation 
is no different.
CRUSHING DEBT: Sure, this will happen to most graduates, but you get to experience it sooner! While 
others are living comfortably under the support of their student loans, you’re using calculators and 
speaking to loan consolidation experts. Car payments, insurance, winter heating bills and loan pay-
ments mean that you don’t have to give up that ramen noodle regimen. Watch your student friends 
recoil in horror as you explain to them that your college drinking money actually has to be repaid. 
DOWNWARD SPIRAL: If Portland is the place where 30-year-olds retire, then Missoula is that desti-
nation for people in their 20s. If you didn’t lock down a job right away, you can either begin referring 
to your parents as “roommates” or make it work in Missoula for a while. Your landlord isn’t going to 
say, “Oh, you graduated college? Your rent is waived!” So you take a couple of part-time jobs and tell 
yourself that you’ll look for an actual career in the meantime. All of a sudden, 10 years have passed, 
and you’re the assistant manager at both Taco Del Sol and Target, combining for a solid yearly in-
come of $18,000. That’s upward mobility in Missoula. But at least you qualify for subsidies for health 
care. Thanks, Obama!
4
3
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Depending on what part of 
time and space you’re stand-
ing in, the word “nerd” con-
jures many images. Horn-
rimmed glasses. Pocket 
protectors. Suspenders. Com-
ic books. Long hair. But stop 
thinking in cultural memes 
and start thinking for your-
self. If the 1950s saw the birth 
of nerdom, and the 1980s saw 
the stereotyping and memefi-
cation of nerdom, it's the early 
2000s and 2010s that have seen 
nerdom rise up and dominate 
mainstream culture.
When the term was coined, 
“nerd” was a word of derision 
and ridicule. No one would 
willingly apply it to them-
selves. In the 1980s, TV char-
acters like Urkel promoted the 
idea that nerds weren’t cool. 
Movies like “Revenge of the 
Nerds” showed the ugly look-
ing, yet much smarter nerds 
getting the upper hand in the 
end, but still no one wanted 
to be a nerd. Yet somewhere 
around that time, the culture 
shifted, and young kids start-
ed flying the nerd flag with-
out shame.
“Maybe my generation was 
the generation that was like 
‘No, that’s not nerdy, that’s 
cool,” said Jason Benner, the 
store manager at Muse: Com-
ics and Games. “Ninja Tur-
tles are cool. Batman is cool. 
Stuff's not nerdy — it’s cool. 
Well maybe it is nerdy, but it’s 
cool.”
Throughout the 1990s, 
nerd culture grew. And then 
in 1997, the bubble popped. 
The Harry Potter book se-
ries came out, and a whole 
new generation of nerd was 
born. Throughout the next 
10 years, time and again, the 
biggest pop-culture moments 
were nerd based. Lord of the 
Rings, Spiderman, Batman, 
Star Wars — what was once a 
niche market now has some-
thing for everyone.
“I have college professors 
that shop here,” Benner said. 
“It appeals to everybody. I 
have high school kids that 
play on the football team that 
shop here.”
Nerd culture goes much 
further than just comics and 
movies, though. Role-play-
ing games, board games and 
video games all play a part. 
In the basement of the Uni-
versity of Montana's Don An-
derson Hall, a student group 
of around 35 players and 
fans meet up twice a week to 
watch and play “League of 
Legends.”
“League of Legends, along 
with eSports, they’ve taken it 
and said we want to make it a 
sport,” said Cale Patenaude, 
the president of the League of 
Legends student group. “And 
they’ve done a fantastic job with 
it. I know people who don’t like 
playing it, but they love to watch 
it. It’s a phenomena.”
Thirty-two million people 
watched — as in did not play 
— the League of Legends fi-
nal championship last month. 
Patenaude said that champi-
onship players in League of 
Legends are treated the same 
Triumph of the nerds
SUB-CULTURE
Stacy Thacker/Montana Kaimin
Hunter Hickes, left, looks at his cards while JoJo Facio waits for him to take his turn during a lunch time game of 
Magic the Gathering at Muse: Comics and Games. 
Bjorn Bergeson
Montana Kaimin
See NERDS, page 12
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This year’s Brawl of the Wild 
game isn’t just for bragging rights 
and the Divide Trophy, it’s a fight 
for the playoffs.
Montana (9-2, 5-2 Big Sky Con-
ference) heads to Bobcat Stadium 
on a three-game win streak, while 
Montana State (7-4, 5-2 BSC) has 
lost two-straight games.
With the automatic confer-
ence bid secured by No. 3 Eastern 
Washington, and No. 10 Northern 
Arizona one game ahead of both 
Montana and Montana State, this 
week is a must-win for both teams.
“It doesn’t matter what the re-
cords are, it’s going to be a knock-
down, drag-out fight. The thing 
that adds spice so to speak is the 
fact that we’re both playing for 
our playoff lives,” Griz head coach 
Mick Delaney said. “I hear the talk 
of the last four days, we’re in no 
matter what — that’s not true.
“We’re battling for our life and 
they are too.”
Both teams boast two of the 
top-three scoring offenses in the 
conference, something that could 
make this year’s game different 
than Montana State’s 16-7 win 
over Montana in 2012.
Senior quarterback DeNarius 
McGhee and running back Cody 
Kirk power the Bobcat offense. 
Kirk is fourth in rushing in the 
conference with more than 90 
yards per game.
A quarterback like McGhee, 
who can throw and run well, is 
nothing new to the Grizzlies this 
season.
“We’ve faced athletic quarter-
backs before, we know what we 
need to do against those guys,” se-
nior linebacker Brock Coyle said.
Establishing a strong running 
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Griz battle Bobcats for playoff position
 FOOTBALL
Wide receiver Bryce Carver (29) prepares to block Montana State’s Deonte Flowers (37) for Grizzly running back Peter Nguyen during the 112th Brawl of 
the Wild on Nov. 17, 2012. The Bobcats silenced Washington-Grizzly Stadium with a 16-7 win, but Montana still leads the rivalry series 69-37-5.
Austin Smith/Montana Kaimin
game will be a priority for Mon-
tana as well. The Bobcats second-
ary is stingy, allowing teams an 
average of 222 yards passing per 
game.
“Their secondary is one of the 
best in the Big Sky, but that isn’t 
why we want to run the ball,” Del-
aney said. “We want to run the 
ball because we have to run the 
ball. To be a successful team at the 
end of the season and going into 
the playoffs, you have to be able to 
run the ball.”
Junior running back Travon 
Van, who injured his ankle in a 
42-37 loss to Eastern Washington, 
will play in Saturday’s game, Del-
aney said.
Griz quarterback Jordan John-
son will also be back after sitting 
out the second half of Montana’s 
42-6 victory over Weber State last 
week because of an illness.
Buck Buchanan Award can-
didate and MSU defensive end 
Brad Daly will attempt to pres-
sure Johnson. Daly has 14 sacks 
this season.
No. 5 Montana’s last win 
against the Bobcats came in 2011 
when the Grizzlies upset the Cats 
36-10. This year, Montana State 
will look for its third victory in 
four years over the Grizzlies.
Coyle, a Bozeman native, said it 
will be special to have his last reg-
ular season game of his career at 
Bobcat Stadium in his hometown.
“I have a great appreciation for 
this rivalry seeing it when I was 
growing up down there and now 
being a part of it up here,” said 
Coyle, who leads Montana with 
99 tackles this season. “It’s huge 
for any Grizzly.”
Kickoff is at 12 p.m. The game 
will be televised on Root Sports.
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@AustinSchempp
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The Griz volleyball team 
started from the bottom and 
now they’re fighting to the 
top.
After the preseason confer-
ence poll picked Montana to 
finish last in the conference, 
the Griz clinched one of the 
last Big Sky Conference two 
tournament bids after a 3-0 
victory over Southern Utah 
last Saturday.  
Montana (13-14, 10-8 in the 
BSC)  will face either North-
ern Arizona (19-8, 13-5 BSC) or 
Idaho State (19-10, 13-5 BSC) in 
its quarterfinal matchup Nov. 
29. It is the team’s first post-
season berth since 2010.   
“We’re playing every game 
with our backs against the 
wall and something to prove,” 
senior libero Megan Murphey 
said.  
The Griz lost a fifth-set 
thriller to fourth-place ISU 
two weeks ago, and lost 3-1 to 
third place NAU last weekend, 
dropping the first set in both 
matches.  
“Playing these teams again, 
I think we are ready and we 
know what to expect,” senior 
outside-hitter Kayla Reno said. 
Attacking errors, mental 
lapses and inconsistency have 
plagued the Griz all season.
“You have to jump on a 
team right away, and once 
you’re up on them you have to 
finish,” said Reno, who leads 
Montana in kills. “You can’t 
let them creep back in with lit-
tle runs.”
A five-point run in the 
fifth set of the ISU game led 
to Montana’s loss. And in the 
Grizzlies’ loss to NAU, Mon-
tana gave up three separate 
runs of four in the final set 
alone. 
“With these good teams, 
if you let them get on a run, 
they’re going to win the 
match,” Reno said.  
Northern Arizona and Ida-
ho State have two of the most 
efficient offenses in the BSC, 
coupled with top-five defens-
es, measured by opponent’s 
hitting percentage.  
Idaho State is led by two 
sophomores, outside hitter 
Tressa Lyman, who is second 
in the BSC in kills-per-set, and 
Makenzie Filer, who is second 
in the BSC in hitting percent-
age, with .369.  
“We played both of them 
much better the second time 
around,” head coach Jerry 
Wagner said.   
On the defensive side of the 
net, Montana holds its own, 
ranking fourth in the BSC in 
blocks per set. But on offense 
it’s a different story.
“We are good at shutting 
other teams down, but we are 
kind of slow on our part,” said 
Reno.  
The Griz rank in the bottom 
half of the conference in kills, 
assists, service aces and hit-
ting percentage.  
For Northern Arizona, de-
fense keeps the team in games, 
but offense brings home wins.
NAU middle blockers, 
sophomore Payton Bock and 
junior Taylor Stephens, both 
rank top-10 in the confer-
ence in hitting percentage, 
and sophomore outside hit-
ter Janae Vander-Ploeg ranks 
third in kills per set, one spot 
ahead of Reno.  
To defend NAU, Montana 
will rely on its two towers, 
redshirt junior Natalie Jones 
and senior Brooke Bray, both 
middle blockers who rank 
third in the BSC in blocks-per-
set.  
The tournament matches 
will take place in Portland, 
Ore., a neutral site.  
“We’ve been successful on 
the road this year,” said Wag-
ner, whose team is 5-4 on the 
road in BSC play.
With two games left in 
the regular season — a home 
match against Sacramento 
State and a road trip to Mon-
tana State — the Griz can’t 
ease up.  
For Bray, along with Reno, 
Murphey and senior setter 
Kortney James, this is the first 
time they have been to the 
tournament since their fresh-
man year, when the Griz lost 
3-2 to Portland State.
“It’s kind of surreal,” Mur-
phey said.  
But for three of Montana’s 
freshmen — Sadie Ahearn, 
Raegan Lindsey and Claire 
McCown — all emerging role 
players for the Griz, it’s their 
Griz clinch BSC tournament seed
Sam Waldorf
Montana Kaimin
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first experience with postsea-
son play.  
“Just because we made it 
to the postseason, we’re not 
done,” Reno said.  
A tournament loss would 
end Montana’s season and 
mark the last collegiate match 
for many of Montana’s players, 
but Wagner said they never 
go into a match believing it's 
their last.  
“We approach each match 
as an opportunity, not as our 
last opportunity,” Wagner 
said. “We are just starting to 
realize the overall potential of 
this team.” @sam_waldorf
samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu 
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Natalie Jones (12) celebrates with her teammates after blocking a Weber State attempt during Montana’s 3-0 
sweep Nov. 9. The Lady Griz qualified for their first Big Sky Conference tournament spot since 2010. Montana will 
play in the first round on Nov. 29 in Portland, Ore.
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Bre Murray
Dani Howlett
Sarah Hopkins
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Michelle Dezihan
Meaghan Gaul
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Jesse Kipp
Alison Rinker
PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
Nickolette Lannan
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
         LOST AND FOUND 
Sterling silver earring “1” 
hoop with a touch of gold on 
it.  Call:  Betsy @ 543-8806.
LOST: silver key between 
Main Hall back door and bikes. 
please contact claudine.cellier
@umontana.edu if found.
         ENTERTAINMENT
Weekends cabins 30 minutes 
from Missoula $45-65/night at 
Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611.
 FOR SALE
Blacklight Posters! Lots of 
new ones. At The Joint Effort. 
1918 Brooks at the Holiday 
Village Shopping Center.
Uncle Bill's sausages, 17 kinds, 
no preservatives! The Joint 
Effort 1918 Brooks St.
 FREE SOCKS
WIN $500 in FREE Smartwool 
Socks. 3 Drawings - October 31, 
November 30 and December 31. 
Right Now - Buy 3 Socks and 
get the 4th for Free. Hide & 
Sole, Downtown Missoula. 
HIDEANDSOLE.COM
          HELP WANTED
Qdoba Mexican Grill: We are 
hiring talented, experienced Line 
Servers and Cooks to be a part 
of our Missoula team. We are 
looking for people who share 
our passion and are dedicated 
to creating a great experience 
through service that invites 
interaction with our guests. Open 
interviews on Monday Nov. 25th 
and Tuesday Nov. 26th from 
10am-1pm and 4pm -7pm. 
1001 E. Broadway, Eastgate Plaza. 
             INTERNSHIP
Winter & Spring Writing 
Internships: Are you interested 
in elk, wildlife conservation, 
hunting and outdoor adventure? 
Want to write for a magazine 
with 200,000+ circulation, a TV 
show seen in 31 million homes 
and a website receiving 170,000 
hits per month? Bugle magazine 
at RMEF is your ticket. We offer 
unpaid internships that give 
you the chance to boost both 
your skills and résumé while 
writing for print, broadcast 
and the internet. Email cover 
letter, résumé, and three writing 
samples to jobs@rmef.org.
               SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2013. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540.
M&M Driving School private 
driving lessons 542-1023.
         MISCELLANEOUS 
MISSOULA SOROPTIMIST 
FELLOWSHIP AWARD 
$1000--Applicants must be 
women graduate students who 
are advancing career through 
education; current resident of 
Msla Cy. Completed application 
form, transcripts and 3 
letters of reference required. 
Deadline January 10, 2014. 
Request guidelines and 
application from 
missoulafellowship2014
@gmail.com
regents discussed a work 
plan for future staff and fac-
ulty aimed at making it eas-
ier for Montana universities 
to recruit and retain capable 
employees. The plan includes 
securing “strong state fund-
ing” to draw adept staff and 
faculty to Montana, provid-
ing opportunities for person-
nel to communicate on staff 
compensation issues, as well 
as maintaining effective la-
bor relations.
Regent Todd Buchanan 
said the state Legislature will 
not always have the ability 
to fund every project the re-
gents present.
“I would love it if we un-
derstood the mechanism 
and at least considered real-
location of our own internal 
funds to address some of 
those priorities when they 
come up in lieu of raising tu-
ition,” he said. 
Buchanan added that it is 
the regents’ responsibility to 
be prepared for changes be-
fore they take place.
On Friday, the regents will 
vote on similar labor agree-
ments with four other faculty 
and employee unions across 
the state. The regents in Sep-
tember also approved a pay 
raise for UM employees who 
are members of the Montana 
Public Employees Associa-
tion.
UFA president David 
Shively declined to be inter-
viewed until after the regents 
vote on the labor agreement.
katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu
@UMHoughton
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way as star athletes.
Even games like Magic: 
The Gathering aren’t just for 
acne-covered teenagers any-
more. Just this week, a rare 
Magic card sold for $27,000. 
Even if you’re a nerd, that kind 
of money is nothing to laugh 
at. Nerd culture has become 
big money in big ways. Ben-
ner said it’s the long-lasting, 
slow-growing nature of the 
culture that makes it what it is.
“Nerd culture is like 50 
years old plus, since the term 
was coined,” Benner said. 
“Here we are today. Everyone 
is my market.”
The mass cultural appeal is 
partly due to the sheer volume 
of nerdy things now available 
in the mainstream. But the 
competitiveness of the games 
and the escapist entertainment 
of the comics, books and mov-
ies seem to be growing in mass 
appeal. Patenaude thinks it’s 
because of all the cultural he-
gemony.
“Nerds are going to be 
nerds. You look at the comic 
book movies and half the peo-
ple who go to them wouldn’t 
consider themselves nerds, 
Patenaude said. “They’re go-
ing for entertainment.”
Benner said he thinks the 
roots are deeper than just 
pop-culture.
“Everybody is into nerd cul-
ture stuff,” he said. “It’s like 
America’s mythology, I guess 
you could say. That’s what we 
created as our mythological 
creatures and gods. We made 
Captain America and Bat-
man.”
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@Ursadabear
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#aroundtheoval
TWEET ALL THE FUNNY 
THINGS YOU HEAR & SEE
EAVESDROPPERS:
